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MEMPHIS HOUSING AUTHORITY 

 700 ADAMS AVENUE 

MEMPHIS, TN 38105 

January 27, 2022 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

I. The meeting of the Memphis Housing Authority Board of Commissioners was held January 

27, 2022 , 9:00.a.m.  The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Sharpe at 9:00 AM. 

II. Attendees:

Commissioners: 

Kathy Cowan 

Shelia Terrell 

Shawna Engel 

Ms. Mary W. Sharp 

MHA Staff: Dexter Washington, Chief Executive Officer  

Barbara L. Deans     General Counsel/Interim COO 

Vickie Aldridge        Luretha Phillips 

Tomecia Brow n        Leon Shead 

Cheiktha Dowers      Mike Swindle 

Vernua Hanrahan 

Residents: N/A 

Media Presentation: None 

Visitors/ Special Guest(s):  Ms. Beverly McCoy 

III. AGENDA

The agenda was unanimously approved.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS

CEO Washington addressed the Board by saying that he was made aware that one citizen 

would like to make comments to the Board.  Commissioner Sharp granted the person 5 

minutes.  Ms. Beverly McCoy was asked to come forward and address the  Board.   

In the time allotted, she explained that she was seeking to know her status on the Section 8 

(Housing Choice Voucher) waitlist and if she had been removed by staff.  She stated that she 

will be submitting a report to different agencies, because she feels that she has been 

discriminated against.   
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Commissioner Sharp thanked her for comments and asked if the bottom line was her place 

on the waiting list.  Ms. McCoy said that she was trying to find out if she was on the waitlist. 

V. MINUTES  

Prior to the approval of the minutes, it was announced that there would be two sets of minutes 

to approve by CEO Washington.  Special Board Meetings occurred on December 16 and 

December 29, 2021.   

The December 16, 2021, minutes were approved with a correction being made to 

Commissioner  Shelia Terrell’s  name.   

The December 29, 2021, minutes were approved with correction of  Commissioner Shelia 

Terrell’s name. 

VI. RESOLUTION AND BOARD ACTION
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Ms. Dowers sought approval for 

RESOLUTION NO. 4675 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING NEW VOUCHER PAYMENT STANDARDS 

FOR THE HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Memphis Housing Authority operates a Housing Choice Voucher Program under 

the terms and conditions outlined by the Department of Housing and Urban Development; and 

WHEREAS, the Voucher Payment Standard must be between 90% and 110% of HUD’s 

published fair market rents; and 

WHEREAS, the current payment standards are as follow: 

Number of Bedrooms Payment Standard Amount 

0-Bedroom 720 

1-Bedroom 823 

2-Bedroom 957 

3-Bedroom 1,289 

4-Bedroom 1,483 

5-Bedroom 1,705 

6-Bedroom 1,928 

7-bedroom 2,149 

WHEREAS, the proposed payment standards are as follow: 

Number of Bedrooms Payment Standard Amount 

0-Bedroom 763 

1-Bedroom 871 

2-Bedroom 1003 

3-Bedroom 1340 

4-Bedroom 1544 

5-Bedro om 1776 

6-Bedroom 2007 

7-bedroom 2239 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Memphis Housing Authority adopts the 

proposed payment standard for its Housing Choice Voucher program, effective March 1, 2022. 

Commissioner Sharp called for a motion to approve Resolution 4675.  The motion to approve was 

made by Commissioner Engel and seconded by Commissioner Terrell.  Commissioner Sharp 

called for the discussion. 
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CEO Washington explained that the rental market is an extremely tight rental market in the 

Memphis area. Prices have increased and some owners have taken units out of the program to get 

market rates. The increase could be applied to people shopping and those already in the program. 

The waivers would also allow MHA to go higher and there is research going on to see if HUD can 

be petitioned to go up to 115 percent of HUD Fair Market Rents or higher to assist families. 

There being no further discussion Commissioner Sharp called for the vote and asked for a 

response using aye or nay.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Ms. Dowers sought approval for 

RESOLUTION NO. 4676 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING NEW UTILITY ALLOWANCE SCHEDULES 

FOR THE HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, the Memphis Housing Authority operates a Housing Choice Voucher Program under 

terms and conditions outlined by the Department of Housing and Urban Development; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority is required to maintain a utility allowance schedule that contains 

information on the typical cost of utilities and services paid by energy conservative households in 

the locality; and   

WHEREAS, the schedules must be reviewed at least annually and revised when the cost of utilities 

has changed; and 

WHEREAS, the Authority has worked with the Tennessee Housing Development Agency 

(THDA) to obtain the necessary rate and consumption information needed to revise the schedule. 

THDA collected information on the primary utility providers serving the county seats of each 

county. May 2021 rates from each provider (MLG&W) were used to determine the average 

monthly consumption cost for each utility. Monthly consumption costs were calculated using 

HUD’s Utility Schedule Model.  

WHEREAS, based on information from THDA and MLG&W, updates to the utility allowances 

were made when the average cost of the current rates increased or decreased 10% or more from 

the 2019 rates. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Memphis Housing Authority adopts the attached 

schedule which is incorporated herein and will utilize the rates herein contained during calendar 

year 2022. 

Commissioner Sharp asked for discussion on the agenda item first, noted that she needed to call 

for a motion to approve Resolution 4676.  She received a motion from Commissioner Terrell to 

approve and a second from Commissioner Engel.  She then called for the vote asking they respond 

aye or nay.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Ms. Phillips  sought approval for 

RESOLUTION NO.  4677 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF 4% LOW INCOME HOUSING  

TAX CREDIT (LIHTC) APPLICATIONS TO THE TENNESSEE HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (THDA), AS WELL AS, OTHER FINANCE DOCUMENTS 

REQUIRED FOR THE CONVERSION AND REHABILITATION OF FOUR MEMPHIS 

HOUSING AUTHORITY (MHA) HIGH RISE DEVELOPMENTS—VENSON CENTER, 

BORDA TOWERS, JEFFERSON SQUARE AND BARRY TOWERS.   

WHEREAS, the Memphis Housing Authority (MHA) is committed to improving the quality and 

availability of affordable housing for low and moderate-income households in the City of Memphis 

and Shelby County; and 

WHEREAS, in an effort to further the expansion of affordable housing opportunities, MHA, in 

partnership with Co-developer, BGC Advantage, is planning the conversion and rehabilitation as 

authorized under the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program  (RAD) administered by the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) of approximately 827 units of housing 

located in four (4) high rise developments—Venson Center, Borda Towers, Jefferson Square and 

Barry Towers; and   

WHEREAS, total development costs are being assembled in financially feasible groupings for the 

proposed project groupings and will be finalized and submitted to THDA in the initial funding 

round to bring these projects to fruition; and  

WHEREAS, MHA and BGC have identified 4% Low Income Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) 

administered by the Tennessee Housing Development Agency (THDA) as a critical source for 

financing for this development, and will endeavor to obtain other federal, state, and local resources 

and approvals to complete all planned redevelopment activities;   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Memphis 

Housing Authority hereby authorizes the submission of 4% LIHTC Applications to THDA, as well 

as other application submission documents to secure funding and approvals as required by HUD 

as outlined and authorized under the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program for the identified 

high-rise developments;   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the  Chief 

Executive Officer to sign on behalf of the MHA all funding applications associated with this  

submission and execute any subsequent documents required by THDA for award. 

Commissioner Sharp called for the motion to approve Resolution 4677.  A motion to approve the Resolution 

was made by Commissioner Engel and seconded by Commissioner Terrell. 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION(S):  N/A 

VI. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORT:   A written report was supplied to the

Board on projects and current activities. 

VII. DISCUSSION ITEMS:  None

VIII. ANNOUNCEMENT(S):

• Next Board of Commissioners’ meeting is February24, 2022, at 9:00 a.m.

IX. ADJOURNMENT:

• Commissioner Sharp adjourned the meeting at 9:35 A.M.

______________________________________________ 

Mary W. Sharp, Board Vice-Chairperson 

_______________________________________________ 

Dexter D. Washington, Chief Executive Officer/Secretary 


